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to those (former) homeowners most in need of
tax relief.
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTION OF
WIC PROGRAMS

HON. CAROLYN MCCARTHY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 5, 1999

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in honor of WIC’s 25th Anniver-
sary and to commend WIC for their years of
sterling health and nutrition service to the na-
tion’s low-income women, infants and children.

In the last 25 years, WIC has dramatically
improved the nutrition and health of millions of
Americans. WIC provides quality education
and services to over 7.4 million pregnant
women, new mothers, infants and preschool
children through 10,000 clinics nationwide. It
serves as a short-term intervention program
designed to influence lifetime nutrition and
health behaviors in a targeted, high-risk popu-
lation. WIC provides quality education and
services to over 7.4 million pregnant women,
new mothers, infants and preschool children
through 10,000 clinics nationwide.

As a nurse, I understand the importance of
preventative care. Whether we are talking
about health care, education or crime, serv-
ices that focus on preventative care save
money in the long run. That is why the WIC
program is so important—it just makes sense.
Studies have shown that pregnant women
who participate in WIC have longer preg-
nancies leading to fewer premature births,
have fewer low and very low birth weight ba-
bies, experience fewer fetal and infant deaths,
and seek prenatal care earlier in pregnancy.
WIC helps to assure normal childhood growth,
reduces early childhood anemia, increases im-
munization rates, improves access to pediatric
health care, and readies children to learn.

Every dollar spent on pregnant women in
WIC produces $1.92 to $4.21 in Medicaid sav-
ings for newborns and their mothers. Consider
the following: it costs $22,000 per pound to
raise a low (less than 5.5 pounds) or very law
(less than 3.25 pounds) birth weight infant to
normal weight. It costs $40 per pound to pro-
vide WIC prenatal benefits. Furthermore, Med-
icaid costs were reduced on average $12,000
to $15,000 per infant for every very low birth
weight birth prevented.

These statistics illustrate that WIC works. By
providing short-term preventative services,
WIC improves the health and quality of life for
millions of low-income women and children
while at the same time saving the federal gov-
ernment money. We need to ensure that WIC
continues to provide these important serv-
ices—I know that I will continue to fight for
funding for this important program.

Again, I want to congratulate WIC on their
25th anniversary and I urge them to keep up
the good work.

HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED
CAREER OF KREDA FRIERSON
YOKLEY

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 5, 1999

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the tremendous contributions Kreda
Frierson Yokley has made to the Sixth Con-
gressional District and to her community on
this her last day as my field representative.

Since November 1995, Kreda has worked in
my Murfreesboro District office. Although my
staff and I are sad to see her go, it is com-
forting to know that she will continue her ca-
reer in public service as a director for the Mid-
Cumberland Community Action Agency.

For the past 131⁄2 years, Kreda has helped
those who served our country. Veterans from
across the Sixth District relied on her to help
get their medals and serve as a liaison in their
efforts to receive compensation and medical
assistance from the Veterans Administration.
She has helped not only those who served,
but those just starting a career with the Armed
Forces. Kreda has been instrumental in secur-
ing the appointments of scores of young men
and women in the Sixth District to the acad-
emies at West Point, Annapolis and Colorado
Springs.

Traveling to Williamson and Marshall coun-
ties, Kreda reached out to constituents
through my Mobile Congressional Office. I al-
ways get my best ideas from home and Kreda
served as a constant conduit for peoples’
ideas and concerns.

My staff and I will miss Kreda. Constituents,
friends, family and staff describe her as pro-
fessional, a class act and dependable. Most of
all, she always seems to have the knack for
saying just the right thing, whether to calm a
frustrated or hunting constituent or to encour-
age a friend or co-worker.

Kreda, congratulations on your new job.
May you prosper and thrive in your new envi-
ronment. May you new co-workers and clients
value you as much as we do. Thank you for
your many years of service, and may God
bless you in your future endeavors.
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DURING NATIONAL NURSES WEEK
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
pay tribute to a remarkable group of dedicated
health professional—the 2.6 million registered
nurses in the United States.

These outstanding men and women, who
work hard to save lives and maintain the
health of millions of individuals, will celebrate
National Nurses Week, May 6–12, 1999. I be-
lieve that all Americans who have ever been
cared for or comforted by a nurse should cele-
brate National Nurses Week.

According to the American Nurses Associa-
tion, National Nurse Week was first observed
October 11–16, 1954, the 100th Anniversary
of the founding of modern nursing by Florence
Nightingale during the Crimean War. National

Nurses Day and Week was eventually moved
to May to incorporate Florence Nightingale’s
birthday, which is May 12th.

Using this year’s theme ‘‘Nursing: Healing
from the Heart,’’ the American Nurses Asso-
ciation (ANA) and its 53 constituent associa-
tions will highlight the diverse ways in which
registered nurses, the largest health care pro-
fession, are working to improve health care.
Studies show that the higher the ratio of
nurse-to-patients in a hospital, the lower the
patient death rate. In short, registered nurses
provide top-quality, cost-effective health care
services for their patients.

Mr. Speaker, I salute America’s nurses dur-
ing the week of May 6–12, 1999 and encour-
age my colleagues to do the same.
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THE STATE OF ALABAMA OFFERS
A ‘‘GIFT OF HOPE’’ FOR THE
PEOPLE OF COLORADO IN THE
WAKE OF THE LITTLETON
SHOOTINGS
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Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
offer my deepest sympathies to the people of
Littleton, Colorado, in the wake of the shoot-
ings at Columbine High School that left 15
people dead.

This tragedy stands as the worst case of
school violence in the history of the United
States. The people of Alabama share in the
grief of all of those in Colorado who were
touched by this horrific event. Our hope and
prayers are with them.

Over the course of Alabama’s history, our
state has developed a rich tradition of music
and songwriting that have helped people cope
during times of great loss and sadness. Car-
rying on this tradition are two Alabama song-
writers named Eddie Martin and Susan
Welborn. The two Shoals-area artists have
collaborated on a song called ‘‘Listen for the
Wings.’’ The song was written as a gift of
hope for the people of Littleton as they work
to rebuild their community and restore order to
their lives.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to enter into the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the lyrics to the song
‘‘Listen for the Wings’’ so that others might
have the opportunity to read these words and
take solace in the song’s message.

LISTEN FOR THE WINGS

(By Eddie Martin and Susan Welborn)

Just a Tuesday morning
At a school in the heartland
‘Til they walked in with bombs
And guns in their hands
It was all too familiar
Another horrible mistake
To see their future
Explode in such rage

We need some help to understand
And lead us back to truth again

Do you believe in angels?
Well, I do
I’m praying that the angels
Wrap their arms around you
If you could just believe in angels
Like I do
Then you’d know there’s always hope for you
No matter what life may bring
Take time to listen for the wings
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